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Thank You 
Ken Wentz
For Serving 
As President 
For Three 
Terms

Scott 
Simdorn
President  

Rob 
Bope

Vice President

A special Thank You to Ken Wentz for his time and dedication 
to the Otter Tail Lake Property Owners Association (OTLPOA) 
and the Lakeshore News publication. Ken has spent many 
hours writing articles, taking and submitting photos, stopping 
by and going over information for Lakeshore News. Each and 
every time he has done this with a great friendly personality and 
a smile on his face. It has been a pleasure working with Ken 
during his term(s) as being President of OTLPOA.

Next time you see Ken, give him a Thank You.

Welcome Scott Simdorn as 2017-2018 President and 
Rob Bope as Vice President to the Otter Tail Lake Property 
Owners Association (OTLPOA) board.  We all look forward to 
working with you during the coming year.  Pat Hunke is the 
returning Treasurer.

Welcome to OTLPOA Board

Let’s talk about numbers. 
Don’t worry, I’m not going to bore 
you with calculus or algebra. 
What I am going to talk about are 
what numbers go into restoring 
a shoreline, because they are 
impressive! 

This July, it took 37,980 native 
plants and 51 pounds of native 
grass & fl ower seed to restore 
55,640 square feet of shoreline 
on 10 lakes in Otter Tail County. 
But those plants sure don’t 
plant themselves! It took 6 Soil 
& Water Conservation District 
staff, 3 Conservation Corps 
interns, 6 Conservation Corps 
crew members, and numerous 

volunteers to get the 55,640 
square feet of shoreline restored 
in only 7 days. The temperature 
reached near 90 degrees for 3 of 
those 7 days.

The Conservation Corps 
Minnesota & Iowa is a non-profi t 
organization, stemming from 
the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC Crews) that were formed 
during the time of the Dust 
Bowl. The Conservation Corps 
typically hires young adults (18-
25 years old) that are interested 
in pursuing the natural resource 
fi eld professions. The crews 
travel all over Minnesota doing 
different projects involved with

2017 Shoreline Restoration
by Aimee Zimmermann, Shoreland Specialist East Otter Tail Soil & 
Water Conservation District 

How’s The Water?
Minnesota has a very unusual 

geographic position. We sit atop 
a triple, continental-scale water 
divide. Almost all of our water 
arrives as rain or snow. We have 
some very high quality waters, 
but Minnesota also faces some 
serious challenges.   

Nitrate in groundwater is a 
growing concern

Three out of four Minnesotans 
get their drinking water from 
groundwater sources, but 
groundwater is threatened by 

overuse and contamination in 
some places.

Nitrate is one of the most 
common water pollutants 
in Minnesota groundwater, 
affecting a large number of 
private wells and public water 
supplies. Elevated nitrate in 
drinking water can be harmful to 
human health, specifi cally to the 
health of infants. Septic systems, 
fertilizers, and manure are major 
sources of nitrate pollution in 
Minnesota.

This Year OTLPOA Foundation Purchased 
Illuminating Buoys Photo submitted by Deb Ness

A 3 year old shoreline planting on Walker 
Lake, completed by the East Otter Tail SWCD2017 Shoreline Restoration continued on Page 9

How’s The Water continued on Page 6
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Charcoaled to Your Choice

Adult Dinner Ticket: $25

Youth Dinner Ticket: $10 (Hamburger or Hot Dog)

(16 & Under also Includes Youth Only Raffle)

Thursday, August 17th

Otter Tail County Fairgrounds Mall
5pm Social • 6:30pm Dinner • 8pm Program

Fun, Door Prizes, Raffles, Guns & Lots More!

Public Invited!www.fffgcmn.org

Fergus Falls

FISH & GAME CLUB
33rd Annual

  STEAK DINNER

Tickets Available 
from Club Members,  

South Mill Service, Country Glass
or at the event.

Est.  1 920

Fe
rg

us
 Fa

lls Fish & Gam

e Club

All proceeds used locally on 
youth programs, wildlife projects 

including land acquisition, 
food plots, tree planting & 

nesting structures!

President’s Corner

 By the time everyone has 
a chance to read this we will 
be well into another wonderful 
summer at the lake. I hope 
everyone has been enjoying the 
wonderful summer weather as 
of late.

At our last board meeting in 
July, the board held election 
of offi cers. Our new offi cers 
are as follows: Rob Bope-
Vice President, Pat Hunke-
Treasurer, and myself, Scott 
Simdorn-President. I would like 
to take this time to thank all of 
the offi cers past and present 
for their generosity of their time 
and efforts towards making 
your lake association one of the 
best in the state of Minnesota. 

Also a big thanks for all of our 
members who make this lake 
association possible. I would 
like to especially thank Ken 
Wentz for his time as president. 
Ken did a great job and I 
look forward to his help in the 
upcoming year.

My wife Jeanette and I have 
lived on Otter Tail Lake for 
the past 11 years. We have 3 
children, all of who live in the 
Minneapolis area, along with 5 
grandchildren. It’s great seeing 
the young kids playing in the 
lake, building sand castles, and 
enjoying all the great things our 
lakes have to offer. 

While the board has been 
active in many areas over the 
years, there will always be 
plenty to do. We will forever be 
involved with AIS which I feel is 
currently our lakes most critical 
issue. We will continue to work 
with our members, the county, 
AIS task force, MN Lakes and 
Rivers, and COLA to maintain 
our lakes at the pristine levels 

they currently are at. This is a 
challenge we all have to work 
together on to preserve them for 
our future generations.

Current and ongoing projects 
are placement of new buoys 
on Otter Tail Lake, Ilids, boat 
decontamination units, and 
most importantly, education of 
the public on how critical their 
help is to maintaining our lakes 
in their current conditions. 
Everyone who uses our lakes/
rivers has a responsibility to 
protect them. If we all work 
together we can continue 
the wonderful tradition of 
summers at the lakes for many 
generations to come.

I look forward to working 
with our association members, 
board, and all the other 
organizations to continue one of 
greatest traditions of Minnesota, 
our lakes. Please feel free to 
give me a call or stop by to visit. 

  Scott

Scott 
Simdorn 
OTLPOA 

President

Ottertail Power doing 
their best to replace two 

telephone poles that 
were brought down by 
a large tree during the 

storm on July 4. 

4th Of July Storm

The Department of Natural Resources 
reminds lakeshore property owners that 
it is illegal to use hydraulic jets to move 
sediment or excavate the bottom of a lake, 
or to uproot aquatic plants in public waters. 

“Aquatic plants are incredibly 
important for keeping water clean and fi sh 
populations healthy,” said Jon Hansen, 
aquatic plant management consultant. 
“We want everyone to enjoy our lakes, and 
misusing hydraulic jets not only destroys 
fi sh habitat but leaves a cloud of sediment 
and degrades the water for everyone else.”

Hydraulic jets, including products like 
HydroSweep, Aqua Blaster, Aqua Thruster 
and Aquasweep, can resemble a fan or 
trolling motor contained in a short tube and 
create strong currents of moving water. 
These products are often advertised to 
control or remove “muck” and “weeds” 
from a lake bottom; however, using 
hydraulic jets in this manner is not allowed 
in Minnesota.

A person may legally operate a 
hydraulic jet if it is placed high enough 
off the lake bed so that it doesn’t move 
sediment or destroy rooted aquatic 
plants. It must be directed upward toward 
the water’s surface, which can prevent 
dead vegetation and duckweed from 
collecting around docks and boat lifts. Any 
displacement of sediment or removal of 
aquatic plants as a result of operating a 
hydraulic jet would be deemed a violation 
and may result in a fi ne.

Aquatic plant regulations and a guide to 
aquatic plants can be found at mndnr.gov/
shorelandplants. For information on DNR 
water permits, visit mndnr.gov/permits.

Misusing Hydraulic 
Jets To Uproot 
Aquatic Plants Or 
Displace Sediment 
Is Illegal

Many people on Blanche 
Lake were without 
power for 14 hours.

Photos submitted by Ken Wentz
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Quality & Service at an affordable price!

Call Adam or Char Holzer at 218-346-6445

www.BenHolzerUnlimited.com
adam@bhuWater.com

Water Treatment Systems ~ Reverse Osmosis
Bottled Water ~ Softener Salt

218-367-2716
www.bollrealty.com

email: boll@arvig.net

Cathy Mueller, Broker, Owner ....218-367-2716
Laurie Woessner, Agent ............218-639-1825
John Carlson, Agent ..................218-205-1721
Tom O’Brien, Agent ....................218-849-7831
Gloria Hedstrom, Agent .............218-205-6474
Bill Heinis, Agent ........................218-247-1079
David Wieser, Agent ..................218-205-1970

• Lakeshore Specialists
• Rural Properties

217 Hwy. 78 N. • Ottertail, MN

Wed. Special Burger Night $6.99
Thurs. Special Little Italy  
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine

Thurs., Fri. & Sat. Fresh Salmon

HOURS
June-Aug. Wed.-Sun. • 5-9pm

Sept. Fri.-Sat. • 5-9pm

Enjoy an evening on the patio

HOURS

218-589-8845 
www.tenmilelakeresort.com
Check us out on Facebook

218-589-8845 218-589-8845 218-589-8845 218-589-8845 218-589-8845 218-589-8845 218-589-8845 

PRIME RIB
Fridays & Saturdays

Think of us when planning your 
big parties. We have a separate 

party room that can hold 50 people.

Call for reservations.

This summer might be one to remember 
in the fi ght to prevent Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) and in recognizing the 
Minnesota’s largest and most effective 
conservation group, lake associations. 
Whether you are a year-round lake home 
owner in the Ely area, or a frequent 
visitor to your lakeshore cabin in northern 
Minnesota from the cities and elsewhere, 
there’s good news to report. 

Recently I presented to an avid group 
of lakeshore owners at the Eagles Nest 
Lake Association nearby in Vermillion an 
overview of how citizen-driven actions 
are coalescing around AIS prevention 
with innovative pilot programs and, in one 
case, how one county just raised the bar 
by instituting mandatory boat inspections 
and decontamination.

Although only 5% of Minnesota’s 
13,000-plus lakes are estimated to contain 
invasives like zebra mussels, milfoil, 
starry stonewort and others, the fi gure is 
probably higher due to the sheer number 
of lakes that can’t be monitored by state 
and local authorities and the number of 
licensed (and unlicensed) boats in the 
state. There are 3,500-plus public boat 
ramps and untold private and commercial 
ramps, almost 900,000 registered 
watercraft, and 1,4  million fi shing licenses 
purchased annually. An estimated 16,700 
boats launch annually on Lake Vermillion 
alone!

These are big numbers -- and they 
are important numbers -- since AIS 
spread through human transportation of 
boating, trailer, minnow bucket and other 
lake sporting equipment. As anglers and 
recreational boaters move from one lake 
to another the chance for AIS infection 
increases with every move, especially 
if lakes have not been identifi ed yet with 
AIS, and if lake users are forgoing draining 
and cleaning their rigs as required by the 
Minnesota DNR.

But another set of numbers is just as 
important. There are more than 500 lake 
associations in Minnesota, which are often 
the fi rst and best line of defense against 
water quality degradation. And they are a 
largely unrecognized “activist” base in the 
battle to prevent AIS. Nonetheless, policy 
makers in the past have failed to support 
the work these groups do, and they do 
not understand what important partners 
they can be in water protection/restoration 
efforts. 

That may change once Concordia 
University in Moorhead fi nishes a fi rst-of-
its-kind academic study to document this 
summer the impacts lake associations 
have, including:

• Quantifying the demographic makeup 
of Minnesota’s lake associations.

• Assessing the projects that they 
currently undertake.

• Determining the level of funds they 
raise.

• Understanding the crucial work they 
do in areas like fi sh stocking; aquatic 
invasive species prevention; water safety; 

and lake level control.
Last month, Wright County unanimously 

passed what I believe could be a 
precedent-setting pilot program to fi ght 
AIS with mandatory, centralized inspection 
and decontamination. In northern St. 
Louis County, with only four roadways 
into the region, a regional program like 
the one proposed in Wright County could 
effectively protect the entire region from 
new infestations.

Of the four major lakes in Wright county, 
Lake Sylvia already has an infestation 
of starry stonewort. As the country’s 
assistant attorney, Greg  Kryzer noted, the 
Wright County Commissioners recognized 
that the uncontrolled spread of aquatic 
invasive species poses an imminent and 
irrevocable threat to the water resources, 
property values, enjoyment and habitability 
of the community.

Closer to home, an exciting new pilot 
program, “Lake Vermilion Sentry,” is 
training private resort owners and their 
dock hands to inspect boats and answer 
questions about AIS. They are DNR-
trained, and the program is supported 
in a unique collaborative partnership 
between the Vermillion Lake Association 
and the North St. Louis Soil and Water 
Conservation District and paid for with 
County AIS Prevention Aid passed into law 
in 2014. A similar pilot program model that 
requires AIS inspection as a requirement of 
participation has been used in the largest 
fi shing tournament in the State, the Frank 
Schneider Memorial in Cass County.

State government like DNR and even 
local and county governments can’t do the 
job of monitoring and mitigating AIS alone. 
Too much economic and environmental 
value is at stake to not expand AIS 
prevention measures to citizens via lake 
associations and to private enterprise in 
the business community. It’s an exciting 
time to be engaged in building these 
public-private partnerships at the local 
level. I hope you share the optimism of 
those already involved and join us in the 
effort.

 Jeff Forester  is the Executive Director  
of the statewide non-profi t organization 
Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates 
www.mnlakesandrivers.org 

  Lake Associations, Resort Owners & 
Others Partnering To Prevent AIS
By Jeff Forester

Pontooning The Lake At Sundown
Photo submitted by Ken Wentz

Join the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center in St. Paul on Wednesday, 
September 13 for the 2017 AIS Research and Management Showcase! The conference 
will be full of informative talks, hands-on demos, lab tours, lunch with researchers, a poster 
session reception, and more. This is your best opportunity to learn about the latest and 
greatest in AIS research, useful management tools, and get an inside-peek into our state-of-
the-art lab. 

Hear from the state’s top AIS experts about the latest MAISRC research on starry 
stonewort, zebra mussels, spiny waterfl ea, invasive carp, harmful fi sh diseases, and much 
more. A list of breakout sessions and full presentation descriptions will be announced soon! 

Space is limited and pre-registration is required! Learn more at www.maisrc.umn.edu/
news/2017-showcase

2017 AIS Research & Management 
Showcase
By Christine Lee, Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species (MAISRC)
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August
Aug. 10-13 Looney Daze, Vergas
Aug. 10 OTC Men in WW1, EOT Museum, PHM
Aug. 10 Concerts & Movies in the Park, FF
Aug. 10 Little Summer Fun in Richville
Aug. 11 I-94 Speedway Races
Aug. 11 Movie in the Park, BL - Up
Aug. 11 Rod & Gun Demo Derby
Aug. 12 Otterfest & Otterfest Lions Breakfast 
Aug. 12 BL Art & Craft Affair 
Aug. 12 Vergas Street Fair
Aug. 16 Wild Wed. Jr. Naturalist Programs, 

GSP*
Aug. 16 Beginning Canoing, GSP*
Aug. 17 Concerts & Movies in the Park, FF
Aug. 17 COLA Member Meeting
Aug. 17 Little Summer Fun in Richville
Aug. 18 I-94 Speedway Races
Aug. 18 World Famous Turkey BBQ Henning
Aug. 18 Crazy Days, Henning 
Aug. 18 Walking Tour of Historic Downtown, 

PHM
Aug. 18 Evening Campfi re Program, GSP*
Aug. 19 Watermelon Day, Vining 
Aug. 24 OTLPOA Board Meeting 
Aug. 24 Concerts & Movies in the Park, FF
Aug. 24 Little Summer Fun in Richville
Aug. 25-26 Barnesville Potato Days
Aug. 25 I-94 Speedway Races

Aug. 26 Clitherall Days
Aug. 26-27 Finn Creek Festival, NYM
Aug. 30 Perham Harvest Fest
Aug. 31 Little Summer Fun in Richville

September
Sept. 1-4 Western MN Steam Threshermans 

Reunion, Rollag
Sept. 1 I-94 Speedway Races
Sept. 1-2 Underwood Harvest Festival
Sept. 8 Ottertail Lions Polka Daze
Sept. 8 NYM HW Mobile Collection
Sept. 8-10 Lake Region Pioneer Thresherman’s 

Association, Dalton
Sept. 13 2017 MN Aquatic Invasive Species 

Research & Manage Showcase
Sept. 21 COLA Member Meeting 
Sept. 21 OTLPOA Board Meeting
Sept. 23 Central Lakes Cycle Duathlon
Sept. 24 Colors & Textures of MN Autumn, BL
Sept. 24 Pumpkin Fest, BL 

October
Oct. 7 Vergas Hairyman Festival
Oct. 26 OTLPOA Board Meeting

BL - Battle Lake, FF - Fergus Falls, GSP* - 
Glendalough State Park - check with website for 
availability, MSP - Maplewood State Park, NYM - New 
York Mills, OTL - Otter Tail Lake PHM, Perham

2017 Calendar of Events

113 N. Mill St., Fergus Falls, MN

Call 218-736-4263 
Go to LakesFamilyRes.com 
& search the MLS yourself.

“WORRY FREE CONTRACTS” BUYERS OR SELLERS!
Our confidence and satisfaction is important “Worry Free Contracts” 

Buyers or Sellers! Worry free guarantee! Can cancel at any time. 

David Zender, Realtor
218-205-0018

dzender@lakesfamilyres.com

John Good, Broker
218-731-0000

john@lakesfamilyres.com

Jon Goetz, Realtor
218-770-6509

jongoetz@yahoo.com

Todd Eklund, Realtor
320-808-1005

todd@lakesfamilyres.com

Samuel Herzog, Realtor
218-205-3573

samuelpherzog@gmail.com

* Subject to written notice by either party - see agreement for specific details

Otter Tail Lake Property Owners Association, 
Inc. Board Meeting Minutes
June 22nd, 2017 At The Ottertail Community Center

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL: 
President Wentz called the meeting to 
order at 7:00pm. Board members present 
were: Wentz, Wing, Kemling, Simdorn, 
Johnson, Cave, Carlisle, Ness, Hunke 
and Rosenquist. Absent board members: 
Fetters, Steeves, Bope and Synder

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion made by Wing, second by 

Johnson.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Motion made by Carlisle, second by 

Kemling. 
• May 25th, 2017 board minutes 
4. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Motion made by Wing, second by 

Simdorn.
5. APPROVAL OF BILLS:  
Motion  made by Carlisle, second by 

Cave.
• Secretary $400
• Otter Tail Power $46.89 tax from 

our Worm Mailer
• The Midweek, Inc $1,212.14 for 

June Lakeshore News
6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
Annual meeting is this Saturday and 

everyone should plan on being there 
around 7am. Jon and I will meet tomorrow 
night at 7pm at the church and setup all 
the tables.

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
• Membership Committee – Wentz, 

Snyder – We are over 900 members
• A u d i t i n g / F i n a n c e / B u d g e t 

Committee – Steeves, Simdorn, Carlisle, 
P. Johnson, Bope – Annual audit was 
conducted by Karen Young for our 2016 
fi nancials. This audit will be used for 
annual meeting. There is a 2017 budget 
for us to review tonight.

• DNR & Government – Steeves, 
Carlisle, Kemling – Steeves reported that 
OTC AIS TASK FORCE has purchased 
two decontamination units and has 
loaned them to the MN DNR for 2 years. 
The goal is to have 20 decontamination 
units in the county by 2018. All 12 Sheriffs 
are registered AIS inspectors. There is 
discussion that in the coming years it 
will be required to receive a permit for 

transporting a used dock or lift.
• Water Testing/COLA – Wing, 

Wentz, Carlisle – water clarity on Otter 
Tail is Wing 15ft and Carlisle 14ft, Blanche 
Wentz 12ft and Round Johnson 9ft.

• Communications Committee–
 i. Lakeshore News – Steeves, 

Wentz – Every board please send over 
at least one photo for the July Lakeshore 
News.

 ii. Website – Bope, Wentz –
• Worm Committee – Steeves, 

Fetters, Wing, Wentz – All lakes will be 
sprayed on May 31st.

• Ottertail Wastewater/Sewer District 
Committee – Simdorn, Bope

• Foundation – Steeves, Fetters, 
Carlisle – Buoys are being installed this 
week.

8. OLD BUSINESS:
• Annual Meeting updates (free to 

one member and one guest)
 i. Invocation will be done by Art 

Johnson
• Foundation donation letter will be 

sent out to any member who donated 
more than $50.

• Administration cost will be split 
between association and foundation 
with expenses related to the annual 
membership drive. This was approved by 
the foundation.

• Second membership mailer will be 
sent out soon.

9. NEW BUSINESS: Ness announced 
that there are still open swimming lessons 
spots for the July classes. If anyone is 
interested they should sign up soon.

10. OTHER BUSINESS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• Annual Meeting this Saturday June 
24th, 2017 at the Zion Lutheran Church 
in Amor time 8:00am

• The next meeting will be July 27th, 
2017,7pm at the Ottertail Community 
Center

• New worm policy when one lake 
sprays, all lakes are sprayed

11. ADJOURNMENT: A motion was 
made by Wing and second by Johnson to 
adjourned at 8:07pm.

Surfi ng The Wake Photo submitted by Ken Wentz

Very Peaceful Kayak Ride On Smooth Waters
Photo submitted by Ken Wentz

It’s the law! 
Anyone installing, removing, renting, 

or leasing water-related equipment in 
state waters must be DNR trained. The 
business doing these services needs 
a permit and the worker needs DNR 
certifi cation. (DNR website: www.dnr.
state.mn.us, search LSP)

If you see someone doing these 
tasks ask to see the DNR issued 
certifi cate of the LSP dock and lift 
worker. Businesses and workers that 
are properly trained will be happy to 
show you their credentials.

Did You Know
Watercraft and all water-related 

equipment can spread AIS. This 
includes fi shing boats, jet skis, 
wakeboard boats, pontoons, sailboats, 
scuba gear, fl oat planes, canoes, 
kayaks, all fi shing gear, waders, docks, 
boat lifts, tools, trailers, and waterfowl 
hunting gear.

It’s the law! 
Report suspected new AIS sightings 

to the DNR. 
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One block east of Bank
Just 1 block off Glendalough Trail

www.GallopingGooseRentals.net

218-731-7181
218-282-1063

NEW LOCATION
Glendalough State Park

Check out our 
collection of

Goose Gear
Trek Bikes 

Canoes 
Paddle Boards

Kayaks
Fishing Boat Rentals

Surreys
Fun Cycles

Bikes
Watercraft

Bikes & 
Fun To 
Go!

End Of 
Season Sale!Call or stop in!

Fall is knocking at the door, and that 
means it’s time to start preparing your cabin 
for the cold weather ahead. Here are some 
tips from Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
that can help you save energy and prevent 
costly problems.

Check your furnace
A clean, well-tuned heating system will 

save you money on fuel and prolong the life 
of your furnace. Things you can do yourself — 
vacuum the inside of the furnace, change the 
air fi lter, and check any belts for wear.

Call a reputable repair service for more in-
depth maintenance. If you don’t plan on using 
your cabin during the cold winter months and 
are winterizing the plumbing, you can turn the 
furnace off.

Winterize plumbing
If you are going to completely close down 

the cabin, you can shut off the water and 
winterize the plumbing. Bleed pipes and water 
heater lines completely. If you have never 
winterized plumbing before, you may want 
professional assistance to ensure the job is 
done correctly.

For those using the cabin periodically 
throughout the winter, set the thermostat to 
50 degrees and open the doors of cabinets 
that have pipes in them so heat can get in. 
Pipes can also be insulated or wrapped with 
heat tape.

Maintain your septic system
It is important to have your septic tank 

pumped out regularly. How frequently 
depends on how often the cabin is used and 
by how many people. Keeping your cabin’s 
septic system working properly avoids the 
risk of it leaking and possibly contaminating 
groundwater.

To help prevent septic systems from 
freezing, spread a layer of straw or leaves 

over the system to provide insulation.
Seal windows and air leaks
Go through your cabin and seal windows 

and air leaks to help conserve energy and 
save money if you heat your cabin year-
round. While you check for air leaks, you may 
also want to have some steel wool on hand to 
plug any holes large enough to invite critters 
into the cabin while you are away. Mothballs 
or dryer sheets around the cabin also to keep 
unwanted pests out.

Check your appliances
If you are shutting off the heat in the cabin 

for the winter, you will want to drain any 
appliance that uses water. Check the owner’s 
manual for specifi c guidelines.

Many electrical appliances use energy 
when they are plugged in—even when they 

are not in use. Conserve energy, prevent 
fi res, and protect appliances and electronics 
by unplugging them when they are not in use.

Finally, don’t forget to cover the outdoor air 
conditioning unit if you have one.

Take care of your lawn
If you absolutely must fertilize, use a 

phosphorus-free product and do not apply any 
fertilizer within 20 feet of lakes and streams. 
Even if your home is not located near a 
lake, it is important to go phosphorus-free, 
because stormwater runoff from lawns carries 
phosphorus into nearby water bodies.

Raking leaves and composting them will 
also help keep lakes clean and provide you 
with a great natural fertilizer in the spring. 
Also, don’t forget to clean out gutters and add 
the material to the compost pile.

Closing Your Lake Home

Photo submitted by Deb Ness

Common Loons 
are large diving 

birds that spend their 
summers on open fresh 

water lakes and their 
winters on the seacoast. 
They grow to 3 feet long, 

weigh 10 pounds and 
have a wingspan of 

4 to 5 feet
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Henning 218.583.2933 ⎪ Ottertail 218.367.2735
Battle Lake 218.846.5275

TURNING YOUR DREAMS INTO A 
REALITY CAN BE THAT EASY.
At First National Bank you can count on a local process for the 

quick answers you deserve. Stop in or apply online anytime  

at fnbhenning.com

www.scottbuchholzconstruction.com

Cell: 218-770-0513 
scottbuchholzconst@arvig.net

New Homes  • Additions • Garages • Decks 
Remodeling • New Windows • Siding

Honesty & Quality  
you can depend on!

Serving the Otter Tail  
Lakes Area for Over 20 years!

Honesty & Quality 

Lic. #BC20024416

40% of lakes and streams are not 
good enough for swimming and fi shing

Statewide, 40% of the lakes and 
streams in Minnesota are not meeting 
standards set for safe swimming, fi shing, 
or drinking. In the northeastern part of the 
state, a higher percentage of lakes and 
streams meet water quality standards, 
compared to central or southern regions.

Water quality in a body of water depends 
a lot on the land around it. In watersheds 
dominated by agricultural and urban land, 
half or fewer of the lakes fully support the 
water quality standards for swimming due 
to contaminants from runoff and drainage. 

Runoff in urban areas and drainage 
from agriculture fi elds move water into 
streams and rivers quickly, increasing the 
speed and volume of water in streams 
and rivers. Sometimes these fl ows bring 
pollution that might otherwise be removed 
by wetlands or other landscape features.

Our water infrastructure is aging 
Our infrastructure is badly in need of 

attention. Water systems are aging. Many 
equipment and pipes are at the end of or 
past their expected life span. Over the 
next 20 years, Minnesota will have some 
big bills to pay to upgrade wastewater and 
drinking water infrastructure. We will need 
to decide how to equitably pay for these 
costs.

What do you hope the water is like 
in 2025? 

At the current level of effort, there will 
be only a 7 percent improvement in water 
quality statewide by 2025, and without 

further action, water quality will get worse. 
That’s why Governor Mark Dayton is 
calling on Minnesotans to learn about 
these issues and share their ideas with 
him for “25 by ‘25” Water Quality Goals, 
which would spur collaboration and action 
to improve Minnesota’s water quality 25 
percent by 2025.

How do you help make a greater 
progress toward clean water? Go to 
www.eqb.state.mn.us/content/25-2025-
overview. Here you will be able sign up for 
updates, host a community water meeting, 
attend a Town Hall and  submit your ideas. 
In addition to the submitting ideas about 
how to reach a 25% improvement in water 
by 2025, you can: 

• Test your private well
• Check the health of your lake or 

stream
• Make these 12 changes at home 

(SEE PAGE 7)
• Participate in conservation programs 

through your county Soil and Water 
Conservation District

• Encourage your city to join the 
Minnesota GreenStep Cities program

• Participate in the Minnesota 
Agriculture Water Quality Certifi cation 
Program

• Volunteer to monitor a local lake or 
stream

• Connect with your watershed 
organization for education, volunteer 
opportunities, technical assistance, and 
connection to fi nancial resources. 

How’s The Water continued from Page 1

Clean Up After 
Your Dog

According to the EPA dog poop is the #3 
cause of water pollution - poop is as toxic to 
the environment as chemical and oil spills.

Just one ounce of dog feces contains 23 
million microorganisms of bacteria - nearly 
twice that of human waste.

Pet feces can carry bacteria, viruses and 
parasites into waterways that can cause 
unpleasant infections such as giardia and 
E. coli. More indirectly, the excrement also 
releases nutrients into the water that can 
feed algae, kill marine life, contaminate 
beaches and send unlucky swimmers 
home with bouts of diarrhea or hives.

Do the right thing and clean up after your 
dog!!!

Carefree living on Otter Tail Lake!! It has 
it’s own private outdoor space both lakeside 
and road side. This 4BR, 3 bath condo was 
entirely remodeled 7 years ago. Knotty 
pine throughout!! Open living, dining and 
kitchen with fantastic lake views. Hickory 
cabinets and granite countertops make 
the kitchen a fabulous entertaining space. 
Heated tile floors are great on those cool 
spring and fall days. Upper level master 
bedroom has a sitting area, a gorgeous 
tiled shower, walk-in closet and a private 
balcony with wonderful views of the lake. 
MLS #20-18852

28453 Balmoral Drive, 
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Beth Madson 
320-808-6492

$549,000
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Larry’s Market Coupon valid through August 31, 2017.

• Weekly Mowing Maintenance
• Weed Spraying
• Lawn Fertilizing

• Breath new life into your
lawn with aeration 

• Improve your grass density
with over seeding

• Spring and Fall lawn cleanups
• Dock and lift installation/removal

• Create an eye-catching view
with new landscaping

• Add a patio 
• Entertain around your new fire pit
• Preserve your land and privacy

with retaining walls

BRIAN’S LAWN CARE LLC.
Your imagination and our expertise can create endless possibilities

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE COMPANY PROVIDING

brianslawncare07@hotmail.com • Toll Free: 877-879-6265 • LICENSED & INSURED

People who want to protect Minnesota’s 
water are doing these things at home. Join in! 
It’s the combined actions of many of us that can 
have the greatest impact.

What you can do at home
• Make sure your septic system is functioning 

properly — a poorly functioning septic system 
can allow pathogens, nutrients, and other 
chemicals to enter groundwater or lakes and 
streams.

• Pick up pet waste from sidewalks and 
yards — leaving dog waste on the ground allows 
harmful bacteria and nutrients to wash into 
the storm drain and eventually into local water 
bodies.

• Use non-toxic cleaners, soaps, and 
personal products at home — fi nd alternatives 
for laundry soaps, cleaning sprays, insecticides, 
and other products that may be harmful to 
human health or the environment.

• Dispose of medications at drop-sites (best) 
or securely in the garbage (second best), not in 

the drain or toilet! — medicines fl ushed down the 
drain can pollute our water and unintentionally 
expose us to harmful chemicals.

• Create places for water to soak into the 
ground: rain gardens, native plant gardens, 
swales — this slows the water down, rather than 
allowing it to rapidly run into storm sewers, lakes, 
and rivers.

• Let plants grow along shorelines — native 
plants and trees reduce the fl ow of run-off, 
decrease erosion and increase infi ltration of 
rainwater.

• Follow directions for storing and disposing 
of products labeled with caution, warning, 
danger, or poison — and remember the best 
way to handle household hazardous waste is to 
prevent it in the fi rst place.

• Decrease water use, especially by reducing 
summer landscape watering — demand for 
community water is much higher in summer than 
in winter, due in part to outdoor watering.

• Have unused, unsealed wells sealed 

12 Ways People Like You Are Protecting Water

The Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species 
Research Center is launching six new research 
projects, on topics ranging from assessing 
the impacts of aquatic invasive species (AIS) 
on walleye populations, prioritizing cleaning 
efforts for reducing the spread of spiny 
waterfl ea, and creating a decision-making 
tool to help counties better allocate AIS 
funds. These projects were selected as part 
of a competitive proposal process following a 
comprehensive needs assessment conducted 
by MAISRC. The results of these projects will 
lead to better prevention of aquatic invasive 
species and improved management of 
Minnesota’s resources, including the species 
impacted by AIS. The projects include:

• Determining highest-risk vectors of 
spiny waterfl ea spread, led by Dr. Valerie 
Brady. This study will quantify the relative risk 
of spread posed by spiny waterfl ea attaching 
on commonly used recreational equipment. 
Results will be disseminated to anglers, 
the tourism industry, and lake associations 
and will help recreationalists prioritize their 
cleaning efforts in order to prevent further 
spread of spiny waterfl eas.

• Cost-effective monitoring of lakes 
newly infested with zebra mussels, led by 
Dr. John Fieberg. This study will develop 
recommendations for underwater survey 
methods to estimate zebra mussel population 
abundance and distribution in newly infested 
lakes. This will guide treatment options and 
post-treatment monitoring.

• Sustaining walleye populations: 
assessing impacts of AIS, led by Dr. Gretchen 
Hansen. This study will quantify the impacts 
of zebra mussels and spiny waterfl eas on 
walleye and their food webs in large lakes in 

order to identify management strategies.
• Building scientifi c and management 

capacity to respond to invasive Phragmites 
in Minnesota, led by Dr. Daniel Larkin. 
This project will map invasive Phragmites 
statewide, assess its reproductive potential, 
and develop management protocols for 
responding to different invasion scenarios.

• Eurasian and hybrid watermilfoil 
genotype distribution in Minnesota, led by 
Dr. Ray Newman. This project will quantify 
the genetic diversity of Eurasian, hybrid, and 
northern watermilfoil in Minnesota lakes in 
order to identify relationships among genetic 
composition and environmental conditions, 
native plant communities, and herbicidal 
management history.

• Decision-making tool for optimal 
management of AIS, led by Dr. Nicholas 
Phelps. This project will develop a decision-
making tool to help AIS managers, counties, 
and other agencies prioritize their resources 
for optimal prevention and intervention of 
AIS, specifi cally zebra mussels and starry 
stonewort. It will take into account water 
connectivity, boater movement, species-
specifi c ecological niche models, and more.

MAISRC is proud that these projects 
bring in experts from numerous fi elds to 
build capacity and help solve AIS problems 
for Minnesota, including scientists from the 
University of Minnesota Duluth, University 
of Minnesota Twin Cities, the Minnesota 
DNR, the Chicago Botanic Garden, Montana 
State University, the U.S. Forest Service, the 
Natural Resources Research Institute, and 
the University of Minnesota School of Public 
Health.

Learn more at www.maisrc.umn.edu.

Announcing Six New Research Projects
By Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species (MAISRC)

Just Beautiful 
Photo submitted by Scott Simdorn

by a licensed water well contractor — an 
unused well can act like a drain, allowing 
surface water runoff, contaminated water, or 
improperly disposed waste a direct pathway 
into drinking water sources.

• Minimize use of fertilizers and 
pesticides — to keep them out of water.

• Follow DNR guidelines for preventing 
the spread of invasive species — our gear 
can unintentionally move invasive plants and 
animals to new areas.

• Participate in decisions about water in 
your community — Find your watershed and 
click on contacts for a list local organizations. 
Join their mailing lists and watch for events 
or volunteer opportunities. Become a 
volunteer water monitor. Encourage your 
city to become a Minnesota GreenStep City. 
Start small and add effort where you fi nd 
reward and joy. 
Source: www.pca.state.mn.us/12things

Bubble Fun 
Photo submitted by Fred Rizk
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• Tree Removal
• Trimming
• Stump Removal
• Brush Mowing
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Service

Fully Insured

www.carrstreeservice.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Call for FREE Estimates

218-367-3355 or 888-470-3355
Ottertail, MN

Email: carrsts@arvig.net
YOUR COMPLETE TREE SERVICE!

For All Your Tree Service Needs!

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR GOOD EMPLOYEES!
Apply Today!

Carr’s Tree Service

We Serve 
The

Local Area!

Over 40 Years In Business
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2014
LUTHERAN
Tingvold Lutheran church
6 miles north of Underwood, Co. 1 & Co. 35
Nancy Monke, Pastor 
Church—218-826-6487
 May: Worship 11:00 am
 June 1-Sept. 1: Summer Worship 10:30 am and 

Fellowship 9:30am 

Zion Lutheran - ELCA
36051 Co. Hwy. 74, Amor
Hwy. 1 & 74, 10 miles north of Battle Lake
James Gronbeck, Pastor • Church—218-495-2563
Email: zionamoroffice@prtel.com
Website: www.zionamor.org
 Summer Services: May - September
 Worship 8:15 am & 10:00 am
 Fellowship & refreshments between services
 Regular Services: Worship 10:00 am
 Fellowship & refreshments after service
 Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
 Bible Study - Tuesday 10:00 am (year round)
 Contemporary Worship Services - 2nd & 3rd Sundays

METHODIST
Ottertail United Methodist Church
104 Shore Drive, Ottertail
Rod Turnquist, Pastor
Church—218-367-2270
 Worship 8:45 am
 Coffee Fellowship following Worship

Richville United Methodist Church
130 SW 1st Ave., Richville
Rod Turnquist, Pastor
Church—218-346-5656
 Worship 10:15 am
 Coffee Fellowship following Worship 2nd & 4th Sunday
 

PRESBYTERIAN
Maine Presbyterian
30761 Co. Hwy. 45, Maine Township
2 miles north of Phelps Mill
Tom Junkert, Pastor
Website: mainepresbyterianchurch.org
Church—218-495-2539
 Summer - Worship 9:30 am (Thru September) 

Coffee Following Worship Service
 Winter - Worship 10:00 am

BATTLE LAKE
ALLIANCE 
401 W. Gilbertson St., Battle Lake
Derek Mansker, Pastor • Church—218-864-5539
 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am
 Fellowship & refreshments after service
 Find us on the web at battlelake.org

BAPTIST
Basswood Baptist Church B.G.C.
38188 340th St., Richville, MN 56576
Bert Holmquist, Pastor—218-495-3800
Church—218-495-3771
 Sunday School 9:30 am, refreshments following
 Worship Service 10:45 am
 Bible Study, Youth Group & Kids Club - Wednesday 7 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Study - 3rd Thursday
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 1st Saturday 7 am
 Potluck Dinner - 2nd Sunday

First Baptist (ABC) - Battle Lake
“The Little Brown Church on the Hill”
Lynn Hansen, Pastor—651-485-7378
www.firstbaptistbattlelake.org
 Sunday Worship 9:30 am
 Fellowship & refreshments 10:30 am

CATHOLIC
Father Leroy Schik, Pastor
Mass Times—218-864-5619
www.ollsj.org
St. James Catholic - Maine Township
 Saturday Mass 5 pm, October 1 - May 1
 Sunday Mass 8:30 am - May 1 - October 1
Our Lady of the Lake - Battle Lake
 Sunday Mass 10:30 am
 Saturday Mass 6:00 pm, Memorial Day–Labor Day
Saint Edwards - Henning
 Saturday Mass 4:00 pm, May 1 - October 1
 Sunday Mass 8:30 am - October 1 - May 1

LUTHERAN
Bethel Lutheran Church
Battle Lake Campus:
Meets at Lakes Area Community Center
112 West Main St., Battle Lake
218-862-4903
Worship: 10:30 am
Website: bethellutheran.church

First Lutheran - ELCA
505 Holdt St. W., PO Box 268, Battle Lake
Bradley Skogen, Pastor
blfirstlutheran.org
Church—218-864-5686
 Sept. - May: 
 Worship at 10:00 am
  Coffee Fellowship at 9:00 am
 June - Aug: 
 Worship at 9:00 am
  Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 am

Sverdrup Lutheran Church
PO Box 70, 209 Southeran Ave. E., Underwood
Nancy Monke, Pastor
Church—218-826-6919
 Worship 9:00 am

Join us in worship!

Indicates Barrier-Free Access

The Open Door Youth Center “Helping Kids to 
Know & Grow” DROP-IN RECREATION - 

Battle Lake • 218-864-5004

2017

www.daveerwinconstruction.com

218-640-3713
Battle Lake, MN

Lic. BC520694Lic. BC520694

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

New Construction
Service Work
Residential
Remodels 

Light Commercial

Cell Phone: 218-282-0228
Phone: 218-495-2244

Serving The Lakes Area!

“Before” – 
A shoreline prepped 
for installation on 

Lake Buchanon. 

“During” – 
SWCD staff, 

Conservation 
Corps staff, and 
volunteers work 
to get fl owers 

planted into the 
shoreline area.

“After” – 
The planting 
is completed. 

The plants 
will require 

about an inch 
of water per 
week as they 
grow their 
fi rst year.

conservation, such as trail maintenance in 
our state parks, invasive species removal, 
and restoration work. The East Otter Tail 
Soil & Water Conservation District has 
been working with the Conservation Corps 
to install shoreline restoration projects for 
the past several years. They are hard-
working, motivated individuals that aren’t 
afraid to get their hands dirty.  

The process begins with the landowner 
killing off the existing lawn grass; this 
drastically reduces plant competition for 
the incoming native plants. After the grass 
has been killed, the site is raked to remove 
any dead vegetation and to expose the soil. 
The seed needs to have contact with the 
soil in order to germinate. After the site has 
been properly prepared, we come in and 
broadcast a layer of seed mix containing 
native grasses and fl owers. Next we apply 
a top soil/compost mixture to give the 
plants an extra boost. We then plant the 
native grasses and fl owers – The fl owers 
are planted in groups of 12 of the same 
species, so when they bloom it’s a giant 
pop of color! Erosion control materials are 
added last as appropriate.

The Soil & Water Conservation District 
emphasizes using native plants to restore 

shorelines. They have an extensive 
root system that extends 8 to12 feet 
downwards that acts as an excellent 
anchor to hold together the shoreline when 
the waves come crashing in or the ice 
pushes shoreward/inland. Additionally, the 
roots provide pathways for the rainwater 
to infi ltrate the ground instead of running 
across the top of the soil, where it can pick 
up dirt and potential pollutants, and into 
the lake. Not to mention, these restored 
shorelines are awesome at attracting 
butterfl ies, birds, honeybees, and other 
pollinators! 

One more number: All of these projects 
received 75% cost-share with grant dollars 
from the Clean Water, Land & Legacy 
Amendment!

If you have any questions about 
restoring shorelines or would like more 
information, please contact the East Otter 
Tail Soil and Water Conservation District at 
(218) 346 – 4260 Ext. 3 or visit our website 
at www.eotswcd.org. You can check out 
one of our many projects on Grotto Lake in 
Adam’s Park in the city of Fergus Falls or 
on Bay View Road on Otter Tail Lake near 
Ottertail.

2017 Shoreline Restoration continued from Page 1

Beautiful Flowers Photo submitted by Fred Rizk
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BEST BUY ON  
OTTER TAIL LAKE:  

Park like setting with 193’ level hard 
sugar sand beach, golden sunsets, solid 

built home, red oak floors, basement, 
2 sets of garages, much potential to 

redesign the home! Almost 2 lots for the 
price of one! #20-19109

David L. Wieser, Realtor/MLS
218-205-1970

Lakes Expert

BOLL REALTY

REDUCED to 
$398,900 

SERVICES INCLUDE: Excavating, Dozing, Digging, 

Delivery of Pearock, 4-12” Rock, 1-1/2”-3” Rock, Washed Sand

For A Free Estimate 
Call 701-642-4488 

ask for Kelly

Locally owned & operated

www.krausebros.com

YOUR CLEAR CHOICE FOR 
PROFESSIONAL HOME DESIGN

Walk through your new home or remodel before it is built!

FREE DESIGN • FREE ESTIMATES • FREE DELIVERY

Bobbi Jo Schmid • In-House Designer Mon. - Fri. 8-5 ⎥ Sat. 8-12 ⎥ www.merickellumber.com

Come to a place with the most design experience.
• Free In-House Custom Design & Drafting 
• Professional CAD Drawing 
• Save Thousands in Architectural Fees 
• Contractor Recommendations 
• Model Homes On Display

 We are continuing to grow our shoreline 
program all around the county! In 2016, with 
the help of the Minnesota Conservation 
Corps, many local contractors, area lake 
associations, and the EOT & WOT SWCD 
staff, we were able to install twenty two 
shoreline buffers and four rain gardens on 
a record-breaking fourteen different lakes 
and rivers all over Otter Tail County. So 
far in 2017, we’ve restored 55,640 square 
feet of shoreline on ten lakes, with more 
restorations being completed this fall when 
the weather is more favorable for plant 
health.” 

We hope to continue to grow the 
shoreline program and expand our projects 
to more and more lakes throughout Otter 
Tail County. Below are a few commonly 
asked questions that landowners have 
when considering a shoreland buffer:

Why put in a buffer?
The native grasses and fl owers used in 

a buffer have a much deeper root system 
than the typical short lawn grass. This deep 
root system helps hold your shoreline in 
place, slows erosion, and infi ltrates any 
runoff from lawns or roads before it hits 
the lake. A buffer also creates habitat for 
wildlife, including butterfl ies and birds. 
Having trouble with geese? Geese don’t 
like the taller grass!

 Will it look nice?
Absolutely! But like with any planting, 

it will require some maintenance. There 
are several native fl owers we use that are 

bright and showy, such as Wild Bergamot, 
Blanket Flower, or Purple Conefl ower. It’s 
important to know the buffer will look more 
natural than your typical fl ower garden. 
We typically plant 60% grasses and 40% 
fl owers. Buffers are installed in the spring 
or fall, and are at least 12 feet wide (from 
the lake towards the house).

What’s the process?
A Shoreland Specialist will come out to 

your site and address erosion concerns, as 
well as any potential runoff that might be 
entering the lake. From there, the Specialist 
will create a design plan and a cost estimate 
using the information gathered from the site 
visit. The existing vegetation will be killed 
off in the project area - This is important 
because it reduces plant competition. Next 
a layer of seed (grasses & fl owers) will be 
put down and live plants will be planted 
every 1.5 feet, as well as putting in any  
erosion control material if needed. Lastly, 
water about an inch every week and watch 
your buffer grow!

Is there fi nancial assistance 
available?

We may have cost-share available 
through the SWCD and/or your local lake 
association. Cost-share would provide 
reimbursement up to 75% of eligible costs. 
When you use cost-share, you agree to 
a contract which states the buffer will be 
maintained and functional for 10 years. The 
SWCD does site checks on years 1, 3, 5, 
and 9.

For more info on native buffers, rain 
gardens, or funding, contact Aimee 
Zimmermann at the East Otter Tail County 
Soil & Water Conservation District: 
218-346-4260 Ext 121 or email Aimee.
Zimmermann@mn.nacdnet.net

EOT SWCD Shoreline Program
by Aimee Zimmermann, Shoreland Specialist East Otter Tail Soil & Water Conservation 
District

Sunset Photo submitted by Deb Ness

Caught A Few “Jelly 
Snatchers” And Sent Them 
On Their Merry Way About 
11 Miles Down The Road.

Photo submitted by Ken Wentz
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• Geothermal Heating  
and Cooling Systems 

• Air Quality Solutions 
• Lennox Authorized Dealer 
• Plenum Heaters 
• Pumps 
• Smart Home Thermostats 
• Water Heaters 
• Water Softeners

Call for aFREEEstimate

Experience The Most 
Modern Concept In 

Carpet Cleaning
Water Damage Clean 

Up Experts

Fergus Falls: 218-736-2598  
Ottertail: 218-367-2598
Perham: 218-346-2598

www.kscarpet.com

“The Healthiest Home 
Improvement You’ll Ever Make”

Since 1986      
Kevin & Randie Schlager - Owners

Offer not good with any other
offer or discounts.

Expires Sept. 20, 2017.
Offer not good with any other
offer or discounts. 
Expires Sept. 20, 2017.

Air Duct CleaningHouse Special
living room, hallway,  

2 BR traffic areas
Up to 
400 

sq. ft.

$10995 $6000 Off

Lake Homes, Boats, 
Camper Cleaning

Something New On Blanche Lake This Year - Water Mat

Floating water mats are great water toys for making the 
most of your time on the lake. Walk, run, jump, slide, wrestle, 

skip, hop, dance, sunbath or just relax on these mats.
Photos submitted by Ken Wentz

Fall Yard Clean Up Tips
Keep your yard, home, deck and 

tools looking and working great for years 
to come.

Protect them from the harsh reality of 
winter by following these helpful tips.

Debris
• Rake up any fallen leaves, as 

these can inhibit grass growth once 
spring comes.

• Pests often settle in fallen leaves 
or weeds, so pay special attention to 
fl ower beds and vegetable gardens.

Protect your cold-sensitive plants 
• Add 3-4 inches of mulch to the 

bases of trees, shrubs and plants to 
prevent damage from freezing. Keep the 
mulch an inch from the base of the trunk.

• Cover plants/shrubs with burlap 
to prevent winter burn. Burlap allows 
the plant/shrub to breathe helping air to 
circulate not get trapped.

Protect your deck
• Power washing with a pressure 

washer can prevent mold and mildew 
growth.

• A weather-proofi ng stain prevents 
moisture damage over winter.

Hoses, fountains and irrigation 
systems

• Drain or blow out all water from 
hoses, fountains, and irrigation systems 
with an air compressor, and store them 
in a dry place, as water left standing over 
the winter may damage your equipment.

Trim and prune trees and shrubs
• Trimming any large or out of place 

branches can prevent breakage from 
snow buildup.

Clean and repair gutters
•  Clogged or broken gutters can 

cause damage to your home or fl ooding 
when snow melts.

Tools
• Adding a light coat of oil can also 

prevent rust buildup over the winter. Lantern Letting It Go 

Backyard garbage burning releases 
toxic chemicals into our air. These 
chemicals settle on our soil, water, and 
plants—and eventually get into the food we 
eat. Breathing these pollutants can lead to 
serious lung and heart issues and eating 
contaminated food can cause serious 
health problems like cancer.

What’s the problem?
Garbage has changed in the last 50 

years. Burning anything, even seemingly 
harmless items like paper, releases 
pollution. That’s because today’s garbage 
contains plastics, dyes, and other chemicals 
that release hazardous toxins when burned. 
In fact, backyard garbage burning is now 
the largest source of dangerous dioxins in 
the United States.

Burning your garbage is harmful to 
our health and the environment.

• Pollutes our air, water, and food.
• Contributes to nearly half of all 

wildfi res in Minnesota.
• Is illegal
What can you do to help?
• Don’t burn garbage—at home, on the 

farm, at the cabin or in the campfi re.
• Use recycling and garbage services or 

drop-sites; encourage your neighbors to do 
the same.

• Reduce waste—compost or chip yard 
waste; buy items with less packaging.

• Educate your family and neighbors 
about the hazards of burning.

Source: Minnesota Polution Control 
Agency

If You’re Burning Garbage,
You’re Making Poison WE NEED 

YOUR 
PHOTOS!
Please submit to 

secretary@otlpoa.com 
and include a byline 
and brief description
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SELF-REGISTER 
FOR THE NEW

CODE 
RED
EMERGENCY
WEATHER ALERTS

Go to https://public.coderedweb.com/
cne/en-US/BF58FD528F29 for the new 

CodeRED® registration page. If you need 
assistance to sign up, or have any questions 

about the system, please contact
Otter Tail County Emergency 
Management: 218-998-8067

Otter Tail County is now using the 
CodeRED® Emergency/Weather Warning 
Notification System - a high-speed 
community communication service. 
This system allows us to send specific 
information to individuals, businesses, 
and organizations throughout the county 
- or just in affected areas - in case of an 
emergency or severe weather situation.

The CodeRED® Emergency/Weather 
Warning Notification System also delivers 
weather warning information to anyone 
that signs up to receive it - whether on your 
phone, by text, or email.

Self-registration 
is easy. 

NESS BACKHOE, INC

• General Excavation 
• State Certified Septic Systems
• Backhoes/Full Swing Backhoe

• Trucks • Skidsteers 
• Loader • Dozer
• Snow Removal

218-747-2200
Cell: 218-770-5814

Tony Anderson, Owner/Operator
License # L3839 • Bonded and Insured

email: nessbackhoe@prtel.com
11468 State Hwy. 78, Ashby, MN 56309

Dan Carlisle

Practice Areas:
• Estate Planning
• Real Estate 
• Corporate Set-Up

Since 1883...

Wadena 
218-631-1400 
www.pemlaw.com

Ottertail City: Fridays at 
First National Bank

This picture shows four generations of the Van Beek family who have 
been visiting Blanche Lake every year for over 50 years. Each year 

there are anywhere from 18 - 24 family members who come for a week’s 
vacation on Blanche.  The oldest family member is 80 years old and 
the youngest is 1 year old. While they do a variety of water activities, 

fi shing is what they love and they fi sh daily for an average of six hours 
per day, dividing themselves up between three boats.  Each year they 

celebrate their good catches with a family fi sh fry. 

Family Memories

Let’s Get Canning!
Canning is a treasured tradition that many 

people remember their mom or grandmother 
doing, but is a feat that many people don’t feel 
they have the time or talent for. I wish now I 
would have watched and learned some of my 
mom’s skills, as she has now been gone for 
over 5 years.

Here are some helpful tips from Menards 
to help you feel confi dent enough to start 
canning and stop wasting the veggies and 
fruits of your labor.

Necessary Supplies:
• Canning Jars - You must use jars 

specifi cally for canning. You cannot use any 
basic jar as they cannot endure the high 
temperatures or pressure of canning.

• A big heavy kettle to process the food 
before it is put in the jar.

• A large pot with a jar rack to process the 
jars once they are full.

• A lid lifter is needed to pull the lid out 
of hot water and put it on the jar without 
damaging the seal of the lid or burning your 
fi ngers.

• A set of tongs to lift the jar out of the 
boiling water.

• A pan to simmer the lids in to soften the 
sealant making them seal better.

Things to know:
• Make sure your recipe is current and 

tested.
• Thoroughly clean your work area, 

utensils and hands.
• Jars should not be cracked or chipped. 

They should be sterilized in hot water for up to 
10 minutes.

• Lids should be new, but you can reuse 
your rings

• Set aside enough time to complete your 
canning project as it can take several hours.

• Cut/chop all foods to similar size so that 
they all heat at the same rate.

• Water must be boiling before you can 
start your timer

• There are so many different foods you 
can try canning with.

Canning methods:
• Water bath canning is typically used 

for high acid foods like jams, jellies, salsa, 
sauces or tomatoes.

• Pressure canning for low acid foods such 
as beef, poultry, pork, vegetables or venison.

Always make sure that you read each 
recipe and process carefully. Keep the 
canning tradition Alive! Pass this tradition with 
your tips and recipes on to your family, friends 
and neighbors.

Parents and caregivers can prevent 
pesticide poisonings by locking up products 
that could harm children. Yet, a national study 
found that among households with children 
under the age of fi ve, nearly half stored 
pesticides in an unlocked cabinet within 
reach of children.

Program the Poison Help number into 
your phone: 1-800-222-1222. Call Poison 
Help if there is an accident that involves 
pesticides, chemicals, medicine, or other 
household products.

Store chemicals safely:
• Store pesticides and other chemicals in 

a locked cabinet or garden shed - away from 
children and pets.

• Use child-resistant packaging properly 
and close containers tightly after use.

• Never put pesticides or other household 
chemicals in containers that may be mistaken 
for food or drink

Use chemicals properly:
• Read the product label fi rst and follow 

the directions closely.
• Never leave pesticides and other 

household chemical products unattended.
• Keep children, pets, toys, bottles and 

pacifi ers away when applying pesticides 
inside or outside the home. Follow label 
directions to determine when children and 
pets can return to the area that has been 
treated.

Use safer products:
• Use products with a tamper-resistant 

bait station to protect children and pets from 
mouse and rat poison.

• Never use illegal pesticides (e.g., Tres 
Pasitos, DDT, unregistered Insecticidal 
Chalk). Always look for an EPA Registration 
ID number on the label. (Example: EPA Reg. 
No. 500-123456)
Source Minnesota Department of Health

Prevent Poisonings In Your Home

Sunset Photo submitted by Fred Rizk
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 Aug. 24 • Sept. 21 TBD • Oct. 26
7pm • Ottertail Community Center (103 Lake Ave. S) 

2017 Upcoming OTLPOA Board Meetings

www.otlpoa.com

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR 

President:
 Scott Simdorn scott.simdorn@swansonflo.com 701.640.1572

Vice President:
 Rob Bope hedg@aol.com 612.889.8771

Secretary:   secretary@otlpoa.com 

Treasurer: 
 Pat Hunke phunke@hunkestransfer.com 218.639.4910

Directors: 
  Dan Carlisle d.carlisle@pemlaw.com 218.631.1400
 Stan Fetters sfetters@prtel.com 218.495.2324
  Lynn Cave iasewtaquilter@gmail.com 641.373.6021
 Pete Johnson toad1@arvig.net 218.864.5529
 Becky Kemling beckykemling@msn.com  218.371.9095
 Rob Nelson pastorrob.n@gmail.com 218.371.6853
 Debbie Ness deb@yourresort.com 218.495.2468
 Fred Rizk frizk@aol.com  712.635.6477 

Linda Snyder whip56520@yahoo.com 218.862.6285
 Bernie Steeves bsteeves@arvig.net 218.367.2104
 Ken Wentz kmwmjw@gmail.com  760.885.9668
 Marc Wing mwing@prtel.com  218.495.3570

Clip and Save

Steve Young • 218-371-9289
Laurie Henkes • 218-731-4009

Milt Paulson • 218-205-9535
Bob Ehlert • 218-849-8910

Barry Fabian • 218-770-8373
Bus. Ph. 218-864-5203 Battle Lake, MN 56515

“Under all is the land”

www.paulsonlandco.com
38462 N. SHORE DRIVE,

BATTLE LAKE, MN
• 3 BR • 2 Baths • 2,902 sq. ft.

West Battle, North Shore Drive, 150’ of 
ideal frontage plus 1,700 sq. ft. of updated 
one level living PLUS 1,200 sq. ft. finished 
down. Ideal elevation and beach. Home 
is super well-built with lots of storage 
several key updates. Wood-burning 
fireplaces up and down plus gas fireplace 
in up family room. Lake pump to spigots.  
MLS #20-19992

$629,000

The Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources has confi rmed a report of zebra 
mussels in Rush Lake in Otter Tail County, 
near several other lakes where zebra 
mussels were previously confi rmed.

DNR invasive species specialists 
confi rmed two adult zebra mussels in 
separate locations about 75 feet from the 
public access. Signs at lake accesses 
have been updated to alert boaters to the 
presence of zebra mussels.

The spread of invasive species is not 
inevitable, even when lakes are near 
others where zebra mussels and other 
invasive species have been confi rmed. It’s 
an important reminder to follow the state’s 

invasive species laws:
• Clean watercraft of aquatic plants and 

prohibited invasive species,
• Drain all water by removing drain 

plugs and keeping them out during 
transport.

• Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash.
Zebra mussels are an invasive (non-

native) species that can compete with 
native species for food and habitat, cut the 
feet of swimmers, reduce the performance 
of boat motors, and cause expensive 
damage to water intake pipes. Less than 
two percent of Minnesota’s 11,842 lakes 
are listed as infested with zebra mussels.

Some invasive species are small and 

diffi cult to see at the access. To further 
reduce risk of transport, take one or more 
of the following precautions before moving 
to another waterbody, especially after 
leaving infested waters:

• Spray with high-pressure water.
• Rinse with very hot water (120 

degrees F for at least two minutes or 
140 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 10 
seconds).

• Dry for at least fi ve days.
More information is available at www.

mndnr.gov/AIS.

Zebra Mussels Confi rmed In Rush Lake In Otter Tail County

As of end of July, the newest lakes in 
Minnesota that are have been designated 
with AIS
• Burgen Lake in Douglas County
• Cedar Lake in Wright County (confi rmed in 

late June)
• Comfort Lake in Chisago County
• Lake Edward, near Brainerd
• Mahnomen Mine Pit No. 1, near Crosby in 

Crow Wing County
• Rush Lake in Otter Tail County

As of June 16, 2017, the list of waters 
designated as infested in 2017
• Blackhawk Lake in Dakota County
• Deer Lake (56-0298) in Otter Tail County
• East Lost Lake in Otter Tail County
• East Red River Lake in Otter Tail County
• Edward Lake in Crow Wing County
• Hoot Lake in Otter Tail County
• Lac qui Parle in Multiple (Lac qui Parle, 

Chippewa, Swift)
• Mahnomen Mine Pit #1 in Crow Wing County
• Minnesota River
• Muskrat Lake in Becker County
• Otter Tail River downstream of Otter Tail Lake 

to the confl uence of the Pelican River in Otter 
Tail County

• Pelican River between Detroit and Sallie in 
Becker County

• Red River Lake in Otter Tail County
• West Lost Lake in Otter Tail County
• West Sylvia Lake in Wright County
• Wright Lake in Otter Tail County

Did You Know?
When transporting water-related equipment such as 
boat lifts, docks, swim rafts or associated equipment, 

Minnesota law requires a 21-day day drying time 
to destroy attached organisms, before placing that 

equipment in another lake.

Lighting A Japanese Lantern
Photo submitted by Ken Wentz

Buoy in The Sunset 
Photo submitted by Deb Ness
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TWP LAKE PROPERTY TYPE GRANTOR GRANTEE  PRICE 
Aastad   Farm Improved > 35 AC Stoddard, David & Molly Beving, Trevor & Shilo $193,725
Amor   Seas/Rec Improved Donna Schiller Estate Sweazey, Jeffrey & Mary $119,150
Amor   Seas Res Unimproved Besett, Inc. Swartz, Joe $25,000
Amor   Residential < 4 Units Zimmerman, Aimee Lee Brown, Nathaniel J $115,000
Amor   Residential < 4 Units Floersch, Denise A. Doyle, Matthew & Karissa $164,350
Amor   Farm Unimproved > 35 AC Sherman, Vance & Arlene Seeman,  
    Craig & Pasibeth $290,000
Amor  Walker Residential < 4 Units Nacke, Earl J. & Carol Winterroth, Joanne L. & Monty R. $221,000
Amor  Otter Tail Resorts The Lodge On Otter Tail Lake LLC Johnson, Samuel & Denise $225,000
Everts   Residential < 4 Units Sullivan, Thomas R. & Barbara L, Case, Stanford & Bonita/Wittich, 
    Curtis & Car $75,000
Everts  Otter Tail Seas/Rec Improved Conry, Kenneth Conry, Kevin & Maristel $400,000
Everts   Farm Improved < 35 AC Barbknecht, William C. & Carol M. Leegaard, Robin Pape & John D. $279,200
Everts  Deer Seas/Rec Improved Hulne, June E. & Dennis J.  Hulne, Dennis J. & Lesley E. $111,000
   & Lelsey E. & Roger A.
Everts  Deer Seas/Rec Improved Mary E. Wawers Estate Schroeder, Jerome & Julie A. $89,300
Everts  Round Residential < 4 Units Ouren, Clifford & Wayne & Ann/ Ouren, Dean & Lana $138,550
    Nelson, Lauri
Everts  Round Seas/Rec Improved Lambert, James R. & Diane M. Dobbelmann, Ashley A. $51,150
Everts  Elbow Seas/Rec Improved Langva, Daniel S. & Kathryn L. Foertsch, Nicholas W. & Kari &  $165,000
    Wayne & Pamela
Girard   Residential < 4 Units Davis Estates, LLC, A Minnesota Poppler, Robert M. & Kelly J. $220,000
   Limited Liabi
Girard  West Battle Seas Res Unimproved Gallagher, Marlys J. Wallin, Carl & Lori $280,000
Girard  East Battle Seas/Rec Improved Scheid, Wilfred & Rose Carroll, John & Jennifer $235,400
Girard   Seas Res Unimproved Love, Johanna R. Love, Kory & Beth $10,000
Girard  West Battle Residential < 4 Units Bjerke, Leon & Mary Euscher, Terrance H. & Karen L. $812,000
Girard  East Battle Seas/Rec Improved Bowlin, Kathy & William/Steffen,  Helt, Scott & Kimberly $374,000
   Cynthia & Pe
Girard  Hanson Seas Res Unimproved Spargo, Michael T. & Hazel Dee Wnek Pederson, Alvin G. & Jodi J. $66,000
Girard  Hanson Seas Res Unimproved Spanswick, Richard & Marie I. Hawes, Mark E. & Deborah M. $58,000
Otter Tail  Otter Tail Residential < 4 Units Robert J. Karst And Karen J. Karst,  Mohagen, James T. & Karla J. $483,900
   Trustees
Otter Tail  Long Seas/Rec Improved Century 21 Vista, Inc. Soulful Spaces $6,500
Otter Tail  Long Seas Res Unimproved Estate Of Marion D. Allen Schroeder, Jerome & Julie $7,500
Otter Tail  Long Seas Res Unimproved Ness Dibley, Doris M. Schroeder, Julie & Jerome $3,750
Otter Tail  Long Seas Res Unimproved Estate Of Ione G. Moir Schroeder, Jerome & Julie $3,750
Otter Tail  Long Seas/Rec Improved Thronson, Myron Dale & Sandra Jane Braun, James W $103,000
Otter Tail  Otter Tail Seas/Rec Improved K & O Development Pasek, Michael T. & Paula L. $266,930
Otter Tail  Otter Tail Seas/Rec Improved Merchant, Dorothy J. Nathe, David & Amy $219,300
Otter Tail  Otter Tail Seas/Rec Improved Williams, James W. & Janice Mohagen, Martin J. & Susan M. $194,000
Otter Tail  Otter Tail Seas/Rec Improved Nathe, David C. & Amy C. Lohmann, George & Victoria $154,850
Otter Tail  Otter Tail Seas Res Unimproved Moll, Robert J. & Deborah A.  Kern, Aaron $159,900
   & Richard A. & Jane
Otter Tail  Buchanan Seas/Rec Improved Dianna E. Leppke Living Trust Bye, Donald R. & Patricia H. $395,000
Ottertail City Otter Tail Residential < 4 Units John H. Krogman Estate Prescher, Bradley & Luann $293,000
Ottertail City Buchanan Seas/Rec Improved Dethlefsen, Brian & Leslie Bushy, Dennis $230,000
Ottertail City Buchanan Seas/Rec Improved Epps, Patricia Swyter, Marvin W. & Mary R. $200,000
Ottertail City Portage Residential < 4 Units Ostrom Ahlfs, Amy L./Ahlfs, Michael J. Rutten, Kelly/Ruttenn, Leeann $325,000
Ottertail City  Residential < 4 Units Ludwig, Al & Valeta Mcgowan, Melvin & Carol $103,100
Ottertail City  Residential < 4 Units Besett, Gary Lambert, Christine $88,000
Ottertail City  Residential < 4 Units Jensen, Philip & Michelle Huebsch, Richard & Kristine $170,500
Ottertail City Buchanan Seas Res Unimproved Thalmann, Delbert G. & Brunhilde Haataja, Eric & Rachel $75,000

  LAND TRANSFERS June 8, 2017 until July 10, 2017

WWW.OTLPOA.COM 

LOST & FOUND
Have you lost something? Have you found something in 
your yard or on your shoreline that wasn’t yours? If you 
have been unable to locate your lost items, or unable to 

return a found item to the rightful owner, email photo or 
description to secretary@otlpoa.com

Now accepting online payments for:
• Annual Membership • Worm Spraying

• Foundation Donations

www.otlpoa.comVISIT OUR WEBSITE:

Didn’t Want To Come Inside For Lunch So They’re Eating On 
The Dock With Anticipation Of More Water Activities. 

Even A Corgi Is Having 
A Little Dock Time

Photos submitted by Ken Wentz

Vining will celebrate its 45th Annual 
Watermelon Day Event on Saturday, 
August 19.

A “ Run for the Melon” 5K/10k race is 
scheduled to begin at 8am. Please check 
www.runforthemelon.com for registration 
and information.

The day is fi lled with fun:
• Begin with breakfast at the Vining 

Lutheran Church, 7-11am
• At 9am you can visit a number of 

vendors.
• Bingo, starts at noon
• Children can enjoy a Petting Zoo, 

pony rides, infl atables and Children’s 
Games 1:30pm on the grounds of the 
Community Center. 

• A Children’s Theatre production 

“Jack in the Beanstalk” will be held at 
11am in the lower level of the Community 
Center. 

• Musical groups will entertain 
beginning at 10am, they include 
“Nathan’s Old Time Band” - 10am-1pm 
and “Rock’n 60 Band - 1-4pm.

• Vendors and local groups will 
provide a variety of food including some 
Scandinavian Specialties.

• The evening parade begins at 7pm. 
Following the parade, a Pie and Ice 
Cream Social at the Community Center 
served by the Nidaros WELCA will take 
place.

• The activities of the day conclude 
with drawings for cash prizes and  a 
street dance featuring “Cruise Control”.

Vining Watermelon Day Sat., Aug. 19

The 47th Annual Pioneer Fest in 
Perham, Minnesota will be held on August 
19 and 20. The event will open at 10am 
Saturday and close at 4pm Sunday. It is 
held at 1251 1st St. N., Perham, MN.

There will be saw mill demonstrations, 
steam engine demonstrations, black 
powder rendezvous, tractor pull, pedal 
pull, live music all day, a big polka dance 
party featuring the Chmeileski Funtime 
Band, and a large Arts and Crafts Market! 
The featuring vendors hand make 
their products such as beeswax lotion, 
knitting, woodworking, duck calls, lamps, 
dreamcatchers, and much more! The 
Trowbridge Zoo is also bringing some 
animals for the Petting Zoo. 

Come out and see all the new things to 
do. Free admission.

The 70th Annual Harvest Festival will 
be held Friday, Sept. 1st & Saturday, 
September 2nd in Underwood, MN.

The festival starts Friday night with a 
steak fry, bingo, pig and horse races, and 
a dance with music from Gunshy. Saturday 
has a Fishing Tourney, Fun Run, Crafts, 
Kids Carnival, Kids Pedal Tractor Pull, 
Kiddie Parade at 12:30, Main Parade at 
1:30, Egg Toss, Bean Bag Tourney, Senior 
Citizens Tea, Open House at Foss Log 
Cabin, music by Anna Miltich, and other 
events not listed. The evening will end with 
a street dance featuring Trip Wire. 

Throughout the day there’s plenty of 
food choices: breakfast from the Cub 
Scouts, dinner from Sverdrup Welca, 
Lions has a Pork Chop & Corn Feed and 
an all day food stand.

Pioneer Fest 
Perham

Underwood 
Harvest Festival
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since 1882

218-864-5983
www.evertslumber.com

205 S. Lake Ave., Battle Lake, MN 56515

Quality Lumber Products 
For All Your Building Projects

• Quality Forest Products • Builder’s Hardware 
• Paint & Stain • Electrical • Plumbing 

• Dock Systems • Tools
• Drafting & Design For New Construction 

Or Remodels
• Benjamin Moore & Cabot Stain & Paint

companycompany

M-F • 7:30am-5pm
Sat. • 7:30am-12pm

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Otter Tail Lakes Property Owners Association Inc. 

2017 Membership
Annual Dues (Jan.-Dec.) $ 35.00
 • Membership $25.00  
 • Foundation $10.00
   TOTAL $35.00
• Includes $10 donation to OTLPOA Foundation $            35.00 

Additional support for the Foundation (tax deductible)
 $10.00 ___ $20.00___ $50 ___ Other ___  $ __________

The OTLPOA Foundation was established to obtain financial resources to  
maintain water quality for recreation, fishing, and enjoyment when
Government resources are not provided.

 (Total enclosed)  $ __________

Make check payable to: OTLPOA and mail to: PO Box 21, Battle Lake, MN 56515
Or visit www.OTLPOA.com to pay by credit card under the membership section.

(Please return this form to ensure accurate information)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MEMBER INFORMATION

Lake property address:  _____________________________________

    (this the blue house number and street for your lake home)  _____________________________________  

Summer “mailing” address (5/15 – 8/30):  _____________________________________

    (this will be used for the summer Lakeshore News)   _____________________________________  

    (must be valid US Postal deliverable address)

Winter mailing address (9/1-5/15):  _____________________________________

    Winter edition of Lakeshore News will be mailed here  _____________________________________  

Email: (please print legibly) _______________________________________________________  

How can the association better serve you? 
• What lake related topic or issue is most important to you? How do you think our Association can help?
• Suggestions for Lakeshore Newsletter
• Email secretary@otlpoa.com with any questions or concerns

Exterior Painting Houses
Metal Buildings
Staining • Decks

Joshua C. Newman

218-731-9731
jcnewman33@gmail.com

#49289

NEWMAN DRYWALL 
& Painting Inc.

Zion Lutheran of Amor
Off Cty. Hwy. 1 at Amor

www.zionamor.org • 218-495-2563 • Pastor James Gronbeck

Summer Service Schedule May thru September
8:15am & 10am Worship Services

Fellowship between Services • Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday
ALL are welcome!

BIBLE STUDY Tuesdays at 10am
HARVEST GARDEN Sunday Market • 9-11am

July 1-September 24
MUSIC Choir/Praise Team 

Camper’s Choice Aug. 13 • “The More the Merrier”
FALL SUPPER Wednesday, Sept. 27 • 4-7pm

Check Website & Calendar For Activities
• Library • Men’s Breakfast • Mission Jamaica • Helping Hands • WELCA

“We are claimed, gathered and sent forth to serve 
and witness in Jesus’ name.”

Zion’s Youth
Mission Trip along the Mississippi River • July 29-Aug. 4

Vacation Bible School • July 23-27
Faith N’ Films • 2nd Sundays at 6:30pm

Summer Camps
God’s Acres Family fun for all ages

• Playground • Picnic Area • Disc Golf • Horseshoes
• Walking Trails • Prayer Garden • Baseball Diamond 

• Pickle Ball Court

Swimming and playing in lakes, rivers and 
pools is a favorite part of summer for many 
Minnesotans, and health offi cials remind 
Minnesotans to have fun and be safe by 
taking a few simple steps to prevent illnesses 
that can come from water recreation.

“Germs in and on swimmers’ bodies end 
up in the water and can make other people 
sick,” said Trisha Robinson, Waterborne 
Diseases Unit Supervisor for the Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH). “The best way 
to prevent recreational water illnesses is 
to keep germs out of the water in the fi rst 
place.”

Swimmers can protect themselves and 
others by following these simple steps:

• Stay out of the water if you have 
diarrhea.

• Shower before you get in the water.
• Don’t swallow the water.
From 2007 to 2016 in Minnesota, 

there were 49 reported outbreaks tied to 
recreational water, such as beaches, pools or 
splash pads, resulting in 730 known illnesses. 
The largest proportion of the outbreaks (55 
percent) were caused by Cryptosporidium, 
a chlorine-resistant parasite that can survive 
and spread even in a properly maintained 
pool or splash pad.

The most common symptom of illness 
caused by germs in the water is diarrhea, 
which in some cases can be severe enough 
to result in hospitalization. Symptoms may 
not develop until a week or more after 
swimming.

“Swimming is a healthy, fun summertime 
activity,” Robinson said. “We each need to 

do our part to keep the water healthy for 
everyone to enjoy.”

As the temperatures in Minnesota’s 
lakes warm up, it’s important for swimmers 
to be aware of the risk of a very rare but 
serious infection from another organism 
called Naegleria fowleri. Naegleria fowleri 
is an ameba found in freshwater and soil. 
While infections with Naegleria fowleri are 
rare, they occur mainly when prolonged 
periods of hot weather result in higher water 
temperatures and lower water levels.

Infection with Naegleria fowleri causes 
a very rare but nearly always fatal 
brain infection called Primary Amebic 
Meningoencephalitis (PAM). The organism 
infects people by entering the body through 
the nose. Generally, this occurs when people 
interact with warm freshwater for activities 
such as swimming and diving.

“We encourage all swimmers to be 
informed of the risk of Naegleria fowleri and 
take steps to reduce their risk,” Robinson said. 
“Swimmers should assume that Naegleria 
fowleri is present in warm freshwater and 
there will always be a low level of risk when 
entering these waters. Taking steps to limit 
the amount of freshwater that goes up your 
nose will reduce your risk.”

Additional steps swimmers can take 
include:

• Avoid warm freshwater lakes and other 
water bodies when the water temperature is 
high and the water level is low.

• Avoid putting your head under water.
• Hold your nose shut or use nose clips.
• Avoid digging or stirring up the sediment 

Simple Steps Make For Safe, Healthy Swimming
in shallow, warm freshwater areas.

Symptoms of PAM usually start about fi ve 
days after infection. Symptoms can be mild at 
fi rst but worsen very quickly. People should 
seek medical care immediately whenever 
they have a sudden fever, headache, stiff 
neck and vomiting – particularly if they have 
been in warm freshwater within the previous 
two weeks.

For more information on healthy 
swimming, go to MDH’s preventing 
recreational water illnesses website.  For 
more information about Naegleria fowleri, 
visit MDH’s Naegleria website.

Having A Great Time On The Jumbo Dog As Part Of Their Last 
Ride For The Summer.

Photo submitted by Ken Wentz

Lake Clarity 
Water clarity is an important 

indicator of lake health. It signifi es 
the amount of algae in the water, 
which can affect plant, insect, fi sh 
and wildlife communities.

To be more specifi c, water clarity 
is a measure of how far down light 
penetrates through water. The 
deeper light penetrates, the clearer 
the water.

How far down light penetrates 
through water depends on how 
many particles are suspended in the 
water. Suspended particles reduce 
water clarity by absorbing and 
scattering light.

Here’s the the water clarity on  
our lakes...
 Otter Tail Lake 11‘ & 12’

Round Lake 9’
Blanche Lake 9’ 
Deer Lake 10’

Walker Lake 5-1/2’

How Cute Photo submitted by Fred Rizk



 Page 16 August 2017 Lakeshore News — The Voice of Otter Tail Lakes Property Owners Association

   

1000 E. Main, Perham, MN
888-983-BOAT • 218-346-3333

Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5pm • Sat. 8:30am-2pm

www.hootssports.com

SAVE BIG ON REMAINING MISTY HARBOR INVENTORY!

2017 Lund 1600 FURY “TILLER” ...................................$11,650 
Mercury 25hp 4/Stroke, Shoreland’r Roller w/Spare Includes Fuel Tank Hider

2017 Lund 1675 Pro Guide.............................................$24,789 
Mercury 75hp 4/stroke, “Big Tiller” 2017 Shoreland’r Roller Trailer w/Spare

2017 Lund 1850 Impact XS ............................................$32,895 
Mercury 150hp 4/Stroke, 2017 Shoreland’r Roller Trailer w/Spare

2017 Lund 189 TYEE GL ................................................$48,995 
2017 Mercury 200 L4 Verado, 2017 Boatmate Custom Bunk Trailer

2017 1883CF ........................... ONLY $19,995 
Mercury 40hp 4/Stroke, CT

2017 2085FS ......................................$24,990 
Mercury 60hp 4/Stroke, CT

2017 2085CS......................................$24,995 
Mercury 60hp 4/Stroke, CT

Fall is right around the corner. 
Please give Hoot’s a call to schedule 

your storage & winterizing needs.

IT’S HOOTS SPORTS FOR THE BEST DEALS ON LUND BOATS

Under New Ownership!


